
  

If Ireland is looking for a demonstration of phenomenal growth and SME  positivity it doesn’t have to look much 

further than the Twitter group known #SMEcommunity - small businesses in Ireland are using Social Media to 

Mentor, Advise &  Support each other's Businesses. 

Within an hour of the event becoming available for booking, we had businesses from 17 counties signed up to 

attend the event on 25thJanuary 2013 in Birr Co Offaly - amongst them a number of SMEs from Northern Ireland 

who will also join us on the day. 

 

What started in June 2011 with a single tweet between two Irish business people, has resulted in 3,065 

followers and 16 meet ups around the country offline and now for the 2ndyear we are getting together for a  32 

county tweet up.  

 

The event will take place in the County Arms Hotel in Birr on 25th January 2013.  It is a totally free networking 

opportunity, which is organised on a voluntary basis by Small Businesses in Ireland using Twitter. The 

 #SMEcommunity small businesses  all have a positive attitude to moving forward with their businesses whilst 

supporting others along the way. 

 

Indicative of the support available for the movement by the wider business community is the example set by 

the County Arms Hotel, who have stepped up to offer a venue for the day at no cost 

- an example of the type of mind-set that is making #SMEcommunity gain popularity amongst its many 

contributors. 

 

The abundance of advice, support and business generated within #SMEcommunity and its following 

through Facebook and Twitter has been extraordinary.  This event is an extension of the connections which 

have been made online where there is such a willingness to help others and offer advice.  And having enjoyed 

enormous success at our inaugural event in 2012, we felt that it was appropriate to ensure that 2013 kicks off 

with the kind of positivity we've become synonymous with. 

 

Kicking off at 11am, this is networing with a difference as our focus is on ensuring that YOU the small business 

owner gets to connect with those you're familiar with from the online world whilst at the same time meeting 

up with new people in a very relaxed and informal atmosphere.  Talking is what we're best at online and we're 

keenly aware that this is one of our offline strengths also. 

 

This year we will have a guest speaker, Eamonn O'Brien of The Reluctant Speakers Club covering presentation 

skills and how to more effectively present your pitch - a crucial skill in driving your business forward as a small 

business owner.   

 

Aside from that we will have a brief panel discussion covering hot topics for small business but aside from that 



it's networking as know our previous attendees have come to enjoy it. 

 

We will need to advise the hotel of numbers so we request that those wishing to attend register 

at http://smecommunitytweetup2013-estw.eventbrite.com/ - we do ask that registrants advise their business 

name, location and whether they will require lunch in the hotels fantastic restaurant (optional, paid direct to 

hotel on the day).  Those who require overnight accommodation should make contact with the hotel who have 

a special rate available for the event. 

 

For our social media followers you can stay up to date via Facebook or Twitter.  Those wishing to join us who 

may not be so familiar with social media are more than welcome also and should feel free to register for the 

event online or to make contact with the event organisers; 

 

Debi Harper, Tus Nua Designs 0868866736  

Debbie McDonnell, The Marketing Shop 0872785818  

Be Rowland Mindful Productivity 0863500892 

About #SMEcommunity 

#SMEcommunity is a group set up on Twitter by SMEs for SMEs, the aim is to support, encourage, help and 

advise each other through Social Media. Anyone can join in by using the hashtag #SMEcommunity and 

following @SMEcommunity_ie 

 


